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Prior to the promulgation of the law of 7 Sefer, 1284
(June 16, 1867), foreigners were not allowed real prop-
erty rights in Turkey. Yet, even at the time when they
were legally prevented from owning real property, they
had recourse to several means by which they succeeded
in eluding this prohibition. Thus, a foreigner who
bought a piece of real property had it recorded in the
name of a third person of Ottoman nationality; or else
he had the property recorded in his own name, by hav-
ing himself referred to as Ottoman, which did not, how-
ever, deprive him of his foreign nationality. Lastly, cer-
tain foreigners, married to women of Ottoman origin,
had their property recorded in the name of the latter,
who were referred to as Ottoman subjects. This state
of things was the source of a great many difficulties.
Negotiations were opened between the law of Sefer, of
which Article 1 says: "Foreigners are admitted on the
same footing as Ottoman subjects, and without other
stipulation, to enjoy the right of ownership of urban or
rural real property throughout the whole Empire, with
the exception of the province of Hejaz, on submitting
to the laws and regulations which govern Ottoman sub-
jects." There is a modification to Article 1 with regard
to properties situated in the neighborhood of mosques
and Moslem cemeteries, but it is rarely applied. There
are also restrictions for real property situated on the
frontiers of the Empire. The provisions of Article 1 do
not apply to subjects, Ottoman by birth, who have
changed their nationality. They are provided for by a
special law.
According to Article 2 of the law, "Foreigners owning
urban or rural real property are in consequence placed
on an equality with Ottoman subjects in everything relat-
ing to their real property." This equality means three
things: firstly, that foreigners are obliged to conform to
all the laws and all police or municipal regulations which

